
3/10/2016 Around the world during second period - The Grafton News

http://www.thegraftonnews.com/around-the-world-during-second-period/ 2/4

(http://www.thegraftonnews.com/wp-
content/uploads/2016/03/DSC0380.jpg)

Students in Cindy Engvall’s Web Design class experience a Virtual Field Trip.

By Mary Romaniec –

If virtual reality is the next bastion of where education is heading,
then Grafton High School students got to experience the
beginning stage of the avalanche to follow.

Thanks to Technology Integration Specialist Cindy Engvall a
representative from Google hosted a virtual reality experience in
the classroom.

Google Expedition has been canvassing the world to bring the
prototype model of virtual reality into schools to receive feedback
before rolling it out as a product which they hope will eventually
be in schools around the world.

Twenty teachers signed up to have a chance to have their class
experience what might be the next wave of education. Art teacher
Lisa Kittredge decided to have her students tour 5 Pointz NYC in
Queens, New York, a famous hotspot for graffiti artists until it was
torn down in 2014.

“Oh my god, I’m in New York,” shouted one excited student. “Who
needs to go on vacation? You can just do this,” said another.
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With Google Expedition, students were able to experience 5 Pointz
as it looked in its heyday. Once the tour was complete, Kittredge
took the students on a virtual trip to the moon, with a collective
“Ohhhhh” echoing around the room.

Matt Murphy, a contractor for Google Expeditions Associates,
demonstrated to teachers how to use the app to connect their
classroom to the smartphones in the cardboard housing
viewfinders. The 3D images, along with the scene expanding as the
person holding the device moves, creates a feeling of being
anywhere in the world—under the ocean or even on the moon. The
teacher controls what the students sees and guides the instruction
by holding a tablet that contains the app.

Murphy said Google plans to add video and sound to the app
before it is rolled out. There is no definitive date or cost assigned
to the devices yet, since it is in the initial phases of development.
“So far the feedback has been very positive,” he said. The other
pilot of the program rollout is a beta app for teachers that can be
used on a Smartphone. An iOS model app is also in the works
according to Murphy.

As Mary Curran guides her Spanish class on their virtual field trip,
they are mesmerized by the scenes of Barcelona and other
locations throughout Spain. “I think it gave them a chance to see
firsthand a place they would not ordinarily go. It is something they
will remember,” she said of the virtual field trip.

An American History class took a tour of Philadelphia while one
science teacher opted to explore the bottom of the ocean.

Assistant Principal Jonathan Kelly dropped by to observe students
using the devices, citing that the more the school can keep
students engaged means they become excited about learning.
Kelly said that while the schools are looking to partner with
Google and Apple, the goal is to find meaningful ways to learn. In
context he said a quote he read demonstrated how students need
to learn today.
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“You guys want to go someplace in Egypt,” asked Kittredge.
“Yeeessss,” said the students almost in unison, followed by
another round of Ohhhhh, that’s so cool. “This is so much better
than watching documentaries,” blared a student over the din.

Grafton Technology Director Neil Trahan watched with
admiration as the students experienced virtual field trips in the
library. “We are going to have kids on field trips all day long,”
Trahan said before adding, “I think it brings a sense of reality to
the concepts they are studying.”

Ideally, once Google rolls the devices out, Trahan said he can
envision a set available perhaps to each school. “It is something
that would be a shared device,” Trahan explained.

Grafton Middle School students and teachers will have a chance to
try out the devices on March 17.
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